on dye dilution techniques from the Mayo Clinic; in the field of intracardiac manometry, however, it has resulted in too much space devoted to references and descriptions of single cases, and there are difficulties in translation. The chapters on selective angiocardiography in congenital heart disease are excellent and clear, although detail on the angiocardiograms is not well seen; diagrams are, however, provided. Pressure curve analysis has been well done.
While the book has its faults, including its index, overall it is an immense achievement; with its excellent diagrams and annotations, its review of the historical aspects of investigations and the development of modern techniques, its lists of references, and above all because of the paucity of anything similar, it becomes almost indispensable in any cardiac laboratory. London: H K Lewis This is a study of 181 in-patients of the Professorial Unit of the Maudsley Hospital who were diagnosed as suffering from some form of neurotic disorder. The follow-up studies were exceptionally carefully done, and only just over 10% of the sample were untraced. The study is essentially a statistical one, and all the usual scorable and ratable variables were assessed. The authors' own studies are preceded by a detailed and useful account of similar previous studies from various clinics all over the world, and the reasons for the great differences of outcome between the various series are fully described. There is no close study of the intricacies of psychotherapy and the other treatments given to these patients. Those receiving psychotherapy did better, but as the authors point out from internal evidence, this group was already more favourable prognostically than those not given psychotherapy.
The main criticism that can be made arises from the very nature of the sample. Hospitalized neurotics are in a very special sub-group of neurotic disturbances and the complex social and personal reasons for hospitalization must play an important part in the subsequent history of the sample. Whether this sample has any relationship to the natural history of neurotic disorders in general is questionable. The natural habitat of neurotics is not in hospital any more than that of wild animals is in the zoo, and the process of institutionalization has an unknown effect on the clinical course. Nevertheless, this book is a useful contribution to the rapidly growing literature on the natural history of various sorts of mental disorder. The title of this book is an exact description of what it has to offer to the surgeon. It is composed of a collection of anatomical diagrams of most of the recognized incisions used in orthopedic surgery. The illustrations are simple and adequate and the descriptions of the stages of the exposures precise and easy to understand, but that is as far as it goes. There are no descriptions of the details of the individual operations. In each case the indications for these exposures are given and they savour a little of unnecessary repetition.
It is a very useful book of reference for the surgeon and could be kept in the proximity of the operating theatre with advantage. This new edition of Professor Ellis's well-known book follows the same general plan as its predecessor but contains many useful revisions.
Part I deals with the development of children and the first chapter, on the genetic aspects of the subject, has been rewritten. It describes how abnormal genotypes arise and explains the genetic basis of some developmental anomalies. The chapters on 'prenatal development' contain some new material on the effects of virus infections in pregnancy and a section on the care of premature babies has been added to the chapter on 'the newborn'. A new chapter by C M Drillien deals with the causes and effects of prematurity and low birth weight. Infant feeding, physical growth, behaviour development, infection and immunity receive the same thorough treatment as in the previous edition, and emotional development is dealt with in a new chapter by F H Stone.
Part II is concerned with social agencies, such as the school and pre-school health services. The aims and problems of education, including health education, are discussed along with child guidance and vocational guidance. There are new chapters on accident prevention and family planning as well as a rewritten section on the care of the underprivileged child. A summary of the pro-
